
OCC Highland Lakes Campus 
Student Life Speaker Series 
Sponsored by Student Life and PTK-AOK Chapter 
 
New York Times Bestselling Author Da Chen and 

Immigration Lawyer Reggie Pacis on the 
Asian American community, immigration 
issues, growing political involvement and 
U.S.-China Relations 
 

NY Times bestselling author of memoirs and fiction about life in China.  His most recent book, “Brothers”, is a 2007 Quill 
Awards Nominee for General Fiction. He is currently working on his next adult novel, “My Empress”, as well as a 

Children’s Chapter Book Series.  He was recently a keynote speaker at the Houston Chronicle dinner to raise money for a 
literacy campaign for inner-city youth.  Da earned a law degree at Columbia University and worked as an investment 
banker for Rothchilds, Inc.  He has spoken  at numerous universities such as the Kennedy School of Government at 

Harvard and the  James Baker Institute of Foreign Policy at Rice University.  Recently he was a guest panelist on the topic 
of “China Rising”.  He was nominated to be on the Board of Trustees for the Rockefeller Foundation’s Asian Arts Council; 
which provides grants for American artists to study in China and for Chinese artists to study in America.  It was set up to 

promote projects of special significance to Asian-American exchange for scholars and students 

 

Reggie A. Pacis is a shareholder practicing in Butzel Long's Detroit office. He received his B.A. from 
James Madison College at Michigan State University  and J.D. from the Detroit College of Law at  

Michigan State University.  Mr. Pacis concentrates his practice in immigration law. He is a member of 
the American Bar Association, the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA), and the 

Samahang Pilipino Ng Oakland Filipino organization.  He has been a speaker on immigration topics 
at many business, Hispanic, and Filipino presentations. He is a frequent presenter in the Annual 

Butzel Long Immigration Seminar. He was a presenter and member of the faculty for the 2004 AILA 
National Conference in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and discussion leader at the 2006 AILA National Conference in San 
Antonio, Texas.  He has also served in a variety of committees in the Filipino community. He is presently serving as a 

member of the AILA National committee responsible for liaison with the Customs and Border Protection, a division of the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security presiding over inspections and security of the U.S. border. He is also serving as 
Chairperson of the Michigan AILA Committee responsible for liaison with the Michigan Customs and Border Protection 
Agency and has been appointed by Governor Granholm to serve on the advisory Committee for Asian Pacific American 

Affairs (ACAPAA).  

Date: Thursday, November 8th, 2007 
Time: 7:00 PM 

Location: Student Center Arena 
Oakland Community College 

7350 Cooley Lake Rd. 
Waterford, MI 

FREE Admission 
For more information please contact: 



Student Life Office: 248-942-3094 
PTK Office: PTKHL@Oaklandcc.edu 

Visit our website: 
www.oaklandcc.edu/ptk-hl 


